
A little about
Linda
Linda McAvan is your Labour
Member of the European Parliament
(MEP) for Yorkshire and the Humber.
She is one of six MEPs representing
our region and is the only Labour
MEP. MEPs are elected every five
years on a proportional system, with
the next elections due in 2014. 

One of 13 Labour MEPs, Linda
sits in the Socialist and Democrat
(S&D) group in the European
Parliament and is the spokesperson
for the group and for Labour on the
Environment, Food Safety and Public
Health. 

She also has a special interest in
international development and
founded the European Parliament’s
all-party Fairtrade group. Linda is co
chair of the parliament’s heart group
and takes a special interest in the
prevention of neurological diseases
like Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s
disease. 

Originally from Bradford, Linda
lives in Sheffield with her husband
Paul Blomfield, Labour MP for
Sheffield Central. Her constituency
office is in Wath-upon-Dearne in
South Yorkshire. 
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Over the last few years, I have been heavily
involved in what is known as the EU climate
package, a set of laws aiming to cut
Europe’s carbon emissions significantly by
2020. This package, agreed in 2008, set
targets for 2020 including a reduction of
our carbon emissions by 20% compared to
1990 levels, a 20% share of energy to come
from renewables (the UK is currently at
around only two per cent) and a 20%
improvement in energy efficiency.    

Three years on these targets are
beginning to deliver green growth and jobs
in Yorkshire and the Humber. The renewable
energy target is driving
the development of
vast wind farms off the
east coast of England
offering Yorkshire and
Humber towns a
chance to establish
themselves as a base
for servicing the new
wind farm platforms.
Plans are afoot for a turbine factory in Hull
which could lead to 800 manufacturing jobs
with estimates suggesting that as many as
10,000 new green jobs could be created
overall. On the home energy front local firms
are benefitting from increased sales of solar
panels thanks to the introduction of the
feed-in tariff. Meanwhile smaller community
schemes up and down the region are

developing hydropower and other green
energy sources. These are exciting steps, but
if we are to meet the target to cut C02
emissions, our region still needs to tackle
emissions from coal-fired powers stations
and heavy industry. That is why plans to
develop Carbon Capture and Storage
projects are so important. A number of local
projects are bidding for EU and government
funds to capture the carbon emissions they
produce from burning fossil fuels and to
build a pipeline to safely store the CO2 in
empty gas fields in the North Sea.  

This drive for green growth is crucial for
the local economy. It
is part of the global
drive to tackle
climate change, but
also to reduce our
dependence on
imported oil and gas.
A Swiss MP recently
told me about the
huge investment

Switzerland made years ago in hydropower,
making it far less vulnerable to global
energy price hikes. Economists predict that
as China grows, so will global demand for
oil, pushing energy prices even higher. So it
makes green sense and economic sense to
push ahead with these developments so
that we can generate more of our own
clean energy. 

Green jobs: European climate laws
start to bear fruit in our region

Linda McAvan MEPUPDATES
A few quick updates on
last year…

Cloned animals in the food
chain: no progress
Unfortunately plans to limit meat from
clones and their offspring entering our
food chain were dropped after the UK
government led a campaign against
the proposals. With serious animal
welfare issues surrounding the cloning
of animals for food, many were left
angered by the government’s
behaviour, including some Tory MPs.
Linda is working with a group of MEPs
to get a new law back on the table.

Food labelling: know what
you eat
There was better news when MEPs
supported new rules that will help
shoppers know where their food is from.
New labelling rules, long championed by
Linda, will mean meat from pigs, poultry,
sheep and goats will have to carry
information stating where the animal
was born and reared. This will end the
practice of some producers and retailers
claiming meat is British when it was
simply packaged here, even if the animal
spent its entire life elsewhere. There are
now plans to expand the rules to meat
used in processed food such as sausages
and ready meals. Unfortunately, right-
wing MEPs blocked plans to establish
rules for mandatory front of pack
labelling, but Labour MEPs were able to
fight off plans to ban the ‘traffic light’
labelling schemes which are so popular
with consumers, but which some major
food companies oppose. What have they
got to hide? 

End to rip-off mobile phone
and credit card fees
The cost of using a mobile phone in
another EU country went down again
this year and there are now plans to
put caps on the cost of downloading
data on smart phones. In another
move, consumers are set to see the
end of outrageous credit and debit
card handling fees, most commonly
experienced when paying for plane
tickets and other goods online. 

New rights for temporary and agency workers
Labour MEPs were forthright in their campaign to ensure the agency workers directive, which
grants equal rights to temporary workers, went through the European Parliament. Despite
Conservative Party research into how they could undermine these new rights, the legislation
came into force in October 2011. The law means that any temporary worker who spends 12
weeks doing the same job will be granted equal pay and the same rights as their permanent
colleagues. Along with being good news for the thousands of temporary workers in Yorkshire
and the Humber, the rule change should also benefit permanent staff as companies will be
less inclined to replace them with lower paid agency staff. These rights are now embedded in
EU law which means any changes to them would require the agreement of all 27 EU
countries, a distinctly unlikely prospect. So, despite the current government’s loud
proclamations that they wish to wrestle rights away from workers, temporary and permanent
workers’ rights, whether it is maternity leave or paid holiday, are safely protected by EU law.

New rules to tackle fake medicine
With thousands of counterfeit medicines making their way onto the EU’s
market annually, new laws have been agreed to halt the trend. Sales of fake
medicine are growing at 15% each year while 25,000 packs of counterfeit
medicines made it to UK patients in 2007 alone. Often the fake drugs
contain no active ingredients and in some cases can even be made up of
toxic substances. The new legislation will require pharmaceutical companies

to stamp each package they produce with a serial number that can then be
tracked across the EU from the manufacturers to the dispensing pharmacy. 

Getting healthcare in other EU countries
The European Parliament has backed new rules to clarify
what patients need to do to get planned health treatment
in other EU countries. It means the NHS will fund
treatment in another country up to the cost of the
treatment in the UK, provided that treatment would have
been available on the NHS. Non UK nationals seeking
treatment in the UK would have to get their treatment
funded by their home government and upfront payments
can be required. The new law does not affect the European
Health Card system whereby EU nationals are entitled to
access emergency healthcare abroad, as the new law only
clarifies rules for planned healthcare.

Website and ebulletin

Linda’s new website is now
online. Along with all of Linda’s
latest news there are several
pages containing introductions
to issues like climate change,
Fairtrade and food safety. Have
a look for yourself on
www.lindamcavanmep.org.uk.
You can also sign up to Linda’s
ebulletin which gives a
monthly update on
her work.
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The role of MEPs
Faceless bureaucrats imposing laws
on the unwitting British public is a
common theme in some of our media
but that is not how EU laws come
about. The famous bureaucrats from
the European Commission, like civil
servants, simply draft the laws. But
only elected politicians, MEPs and
government ministers from the 27 EU
countries, can negotiate and agree
those laws. MEPs can amend and reject draft laws and UK civil servants and ministers
are closely involved in negotiating the same laws with their European counterparts in
the Council of Ministers. Only once MEPs and ministers have reached agreement can
a new law be adopted. 

Linda chats with constituents in Whitby

ahead of fisheries reform.

Linda with other Socialist MEPs at 
the Cancun climate change talks.
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Co-op tar sands campaign
makes it mark
A campaign launched by the Co-operative and
backed by Linda and other S&D MEPs was
successful in convincing the European Commission
that so called dirty fuel, derived from tar sands and
oil shale, should be labelled as a high carbon fuel. 

The new fuel quality law requires fuel suppliers
to reduce their carbon footprint by six per cent by
2020. With the petrol and diesel on our forecourts
currently a mixture of oils from a variety of
different sources, the aim of the legislation is to
attribute values to different kinds of fuel to make it
easier for retailers to purchase oil that will help
them meet their six per cent target. 

Extracting oil from the tar sands requires three
times more energy to refine than more conventional
oils and is also extremely damaging to the local
environment. The government of Canada, which has
vast deposits of tar sands, has orchestrated a
lobbying campaign to promote tar sands but there
is growing concern about this high carbon fuel. The
battle will continue as there are fears that some
governments in the EU, including, apparently, the
UK, will side with Canada and attempt to derail the
new legislation. 

Parliament pushes for wider
phosphate ban in detergents
While phosphates might help make our clothes and
plates cleaner, they are bad news for the

environment and are responsible for the spread of a
particular algae which kills fish and other marine
animals by starving them of oxygen.

Alternatives to phosphates in laundry detergents
are already available and a ban on their use has
therefore already been agreed from 2013. But MEPs
want the ban extended to dishwasher detergents by
2015. Negotiations are still ongoing, but the signs
are that national governments will agree to include
dishwasher detergents in the ban. There have been
some concerns about the cleaning power
of phosphate-free dishwasher detergents,
but phosphate bans in the US are leading to the
development of improved products and it is hoped
that the added pressure of a forthcoming ban will
result in manufacturers improving their
formulations sooner rather than later. 

MEPs demand more recycling of
our electrical waste
Despite the existence
of an EU law since
2006, too much of our
electrical waste still
ends up in landfill, the
incinerator or worse
still, is illegally dumped
in developing countries.
S&D MEPs are
therefore leading the
charge in the European
Parliament for tougher

rules to make sure that more electrical waste is
recycled. 

Top of the priorities is a take back scheme where
customers would be able to return smaller electronic
goods to retailers and dealers, as they can now do
with batteries. At the moment, you have to take
your old electrics to the council recycling centre,
meaning many people simply bin them. The original
EU law, known as the WEEE directive, set a very low
target of just four tonnes of electrical waste per
person, but MEPs want government ministers to
agree to an 85% collection target by 2016. 

Further pressure to recycle more is also coming
from rising raw material prices: many electrical goods
contain valuable raw materials which we can no
longer afford to lose. But rising raw material prices
also provide a real incentive to set up proper recycling
facilities in Europe, with the potential for new jobs. At
the same time, Linda is one of a group of MEPs
leading calls for tighter controls on illegal shipments
of electrical waste. Current laws are lax and she is
working with trade unions and green groups for a
new law which the European Commission has now
promised to deliver.  

Fisheries reform under way:
celebrity chef brings campaign
to Brussels
One consequence
of the Lisbon
Treaty being
approved in 2009
was that it granted
MEPs far wider
powers and
controls of the EU
budget and
legislative power
over the workings
of the Common
Fisheries Policy (CFP) and
Common Agricultural Policy

(CAP). In the past, decisions had been taken
exclusively by government ministers from the 27 EU
countries. 

Coinciding with this change was a high-profile
campaign by television chef Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall, highlighting the huge waste in the CFP
caused by discards when fishermen dump dead fish
back into the sea in order to avoid less valuable fish
counting against a boat’s quota. MEPs and hundreds
of thousands of members of the public joined the
Fish Fight campaign demanding reform of what has
long been one of the EU’s most controversial policies.
The European Commission listened and subsequently
published its plans for reform, which includes a ban
on discards and more local control over fish stocks
management. 

These reforms are now subject to a lengthy
period of negotiation between ministers and MEPs
before becoming law. Linda has joined an all party
MEP group working for a reformed CFP which is
more sustainable and protects future fish stocks and
the livelihoods of our fishermen.

Farm policy reform: towards a
more sustainable system
Labour MEPs want to see a sensible reform of the CAP,
with less money for the richest farms and landowners
and a move to a more sustainable type of agriculture.
As retailers demand cheaper and cheaper food, many
farmers have had little option but to respond by
increasing the intensity in which they farm. 

While understandable from a financial point of
view, it is not a sustainable in the long term. As
MEPs begin to discuss the changes to the CAP,
Linda is battling for a clear step away from the
heavily industrialised farming that has come to
dominate much of Europe. Instead, she wants to see
a farming system that emphasises sustainability,
animal welfare and biodiversity. 

Financial crisis: growth not just
austerity Socialists demand
The most serious issue facing the EU continues to be the global
downturn and rising unemployment. EU governments and the
European Parliament have therefore worked together to put in
place new rules to reform the banks and improve economic
management. Some of these reforms (known as the economic
governance package) are sensible, but Labour and S&D MEPs
have been unhappy with the way part of the package has
focused almost exclusively on tackling deficits with cuts.
Mirroring what the coalition government has done in the UK,
the majority of EU centre-right governments and MEPs are
cutting too far and too fast and destroying prospects for growth. 

The S&D group has published an alternative economic plan
that recognises the importance of long-term growth in
tackling debt. Countries currently pursuing austerity only
measures, such as Greece, Ireland, Portugal and the UK are
suffering the lowest growth figures in the world. The S&D
alternative makes clear that without long-term growth, debt
will only get worse and that governments should be
encouraged to invest in scientific research and the green
economy to help create new jobs. 

Robin Hood
Tax:
Commission
publishes
plans
Labour MEPs are
working with
colleagues to
develop a financial
transaction tax on
banks. 

Commonly
known as the Robin
Hood Tax, the
Financial
Transaction Tax (FTT)
would work by recouping a tiny amount from each bank

transaction made within the EU and would
raise billions of pounds annually. It would also
mean banks would take some responsibility
for paying back the billions handed to them
in bailouts. 

The money raised from the tax could be
used to improve public services and go
towards combating climate change and
fighting poverty in the developing world.
The European Commission has now backed
the idea and published proposals to
introduce a FTT in Europe, as a mechanism
for putting pressure for a global scheme. 

Around our region …

EU News

Linda has continued to work with Rotherham’s Tassibee

Centre to raise funds for a girls’ school in Pakista
n.

Meeting Yorkshire Water in Holmfirth to discuss the
health of Yorkshire’s peat bogs.

Remembering South Y
orkshire’s

Spanish Civil W
ar fighters.


